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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT    

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 

-------------------------------------------------------------X 

CONSERVATIVE PARTY OF NEW  

YORK STATE and WORKING FAMILIES  

PARTY,         10 CIV 6923 (JSR)  

          ECF Case  

    Plaintiffs,     

          MEMORANDUM OF LAW OF THE  

     -against-                              CITY ORGANIZATIONS OF THE  

          NEW YORK INDEPENDENCE  

NEW YORK STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS;    PARTY AS AMICI CURIAE  

JAMES A. WALSH, DOUGLAS A. KELLNER,         

EVELYN J. AQUILA, and GREGORY P.                    

PETERSON, in their official capacities as 

Commissioners of the New York State Board of 

Elections; NEW YORK STATE BOARD  

OF ELECTIONS;     

 

    Defendants. 

-------------------------------------------------------------X 

 

INTRODUCTION  

 

 The New York City organizations of the Independence Party (hereinafter “NYCIP”) 

submit this amicus curie brief in support of plaintiffs' motion for a preliminary injunction 

seeking to declare invalid New York Election Law Section 9-112(4) and the intended practice by 

defendants pursuant to it to award the vote of a voter who inadvertently votes for a candidate on 

more than one ballot line to the first ballot line on which the voter voted for that candidate. As 

ballot lines are ranked with the major parties first, followed by minor parties in order of their 

vote in the last gubernatorial election, plaintiffs and the NYCIP are prejudiced. 

INTEREST OF AMICI 

 As is set forth in the declaration of Cathy L. Stewart, the NYCIP seeks to bring before the 

Court their views on the role played by New York State’s unique fusion voting system and its 

importance to the increasing number of voters who are disaffected from the two major parties. 



 2 

The NYCIP respectfully submits that the actions of defendants challenged in this litigation 

undermine the integrity of the fusion system to the advantage of the major parties and to the 

detriment of the NYCIP, plaintiffs and the 2,962,519 million New York State voters who are not 

enrolled in a major party.
1
  

 The NYCIP consists of the duly constituted governing bodies of the Independence Party 

in Bronx, Kings, New York, Queens and Richmond counties, constituting the five boroughs of 

the City of New York. Some 105,238 New York City voters are enrolled in the Independence 

Party which has a statewide enrollment of 413,855.  The next largest party in New York State is 

the plaintiff Conservative Party with an enrollment of 146,221 statewide and 20,151 in New 

York City.
2
 The Independence Party is row C on the ballot as a result of its consistently having 

secured the highest vote for its candidate for governor of any minor party. Further, the 

Independence Party ran its own candidate for governor in 1998 and 2002. 

Pursuant to Section 6-120(3) of the New York Election Law, the NYCIP has the right to 

allow a non-aligned candidate who is a member of another political party to run on the 

Independence Party line in citywide elections. Conroy v. State Committee, 10 N.Y.3d 896 (2008). 

The NYCIP exercised that authority in 2001, 2005 and 2009 to run Michael R. Bloomberg as its 

candidate for Mayor. In each of those years, Mr. Bloomberg also ran on the Republican Party 

line. In 2001 and 2009 the Independence Party provided Mr. Bloomberg’s margin of victory 

securing 59,091 votes for him in 2001 and 150,073 in 2009.
3
 Bloomberg’s percentage of the vote 

on the Independence Party line was the highest for a cross-endorsed mayoral candidate on a 

minor party line since Newbold Morris polled 14.4% on the Liberal Party line in 1949.
4
 

                                                 
1 http://www.elections.state.ny.us/EnrollmentCounty.html 
2 http://www.elections.state.ny.us/EnrollmentCounty.html 
3 http://vote.nyc.ny.us/results.html 
4 Interview with Richard Winger of Ballot Access News. 

http://www.elections.state.ny.us/EnrollmentCounty.html
http://www.elections.state.ny.us/EnrollmentCounty.html
http://vote.nyc.ny.us/results.html
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In the case of Independence Party of Richmond County v. Graham, 332 F. Supp. 2d 690 

(S.D.N.Y. 2004), app. dismissed, 413 F.3d 252 (2005), the Richmond County organization won 

the right to include nonaligned voters in its primaries. The NYCIP does not hew to a traditional 

minor party agenda, but has sought to give voice to the City’s 751,442 nonaligned voters. Indeed, 

it supported nonpartisan municipal elections with full recognition that should they be adopted in 

New York City, it would lose their valuable ballot line. 

ARGUMENT 

 New York is one of 12 states that allow fusion voting for state office.
 5

 Under this system 

minor parties are able to use their ballot line to advance an agenda that is often distinct from 

those of the major parties. Historically, minor parties have tended to orient towards one or the 

other of the major parties. Thus, plaintiff Working Families Party has oriented towards the 

Democratic Party and seeks to influence it in a pro-labor direction, while plaintiff Conservative 

Party orients towards the Republican Party and seeks to move its agenda to the right. The NYCIP 

has used its growing strength in New York City politics to champion a reform agenda that 

includes nonpartisan municipal elections, nonpartisan administration of elections, nonpartisan 

redistricting, and same day voter registration. It has reached out strongly into the black, Latino 

and Asian communities to bring independent politics into these traditionally Democrat-aligned 

constituents. In this year’s election party status is also being sought by the Green Party, the 

Freedom Party, Taxpayers Party, Rent is too Damn High Party, the Libertarian Party and Anti-

Prohibition Party. 

 Fusion voting and the corresponding number and diversity of minor parties has greatly 

enriched New York’s political environment. It has empowered voters to do more than simply 

chose one of the candidates offered by the major parties. It allows voters, in particular those not 

                                                 
5 Id. 
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aligned with a major party, to both contribute to the vote total of the candidate of their choice 

and to deliver a distinctive political message. The strength and clarity of the message depends on 

an accurate count of the votes cast on each party line. In the 2009 Mayoral election campaign 

workers for the Independence Party approached voters at the polls with the following message: 

“Mike Bloomberg is an independent and you can vote for him on the Independence Party line.” 

They added, “It will help us continue to grow the Independence Party, if you vote for him on 

Column C.” One hundred and fifty thousand New Yorkers (150,073 to be exact) did so. These 

voters not only helped re-elect the Mayor, but registered their desire for political reform and 

independent, nonpartisan governance. These benefits of fusion voting would be undermined if 

defendants are allowed to proceed to arbitrarily assign votes to major party lines. 

 In New York State the election commissioners on the State and county level are chosen 

by the leaders of the two major parties. New York State Constitution, Article II, Sec. 8, Election 

Law, Secs. 3-100, 3-200 and 3-204. Arguably, this helps insure that the decisions of the State 

and local Boards of Election do not favor one major party over another. Indisputably, it insures 

that those who administer our elections are less than sensitive to the rights of minor parties and 

their members and nonaligned voters. This is evident in the set of decisions that gave rise to this 

lawsuit. A State Board of Elections more representative of the State's voters would have insured 

that the voting machines were programmed so as not to negate votes cast on minor party lines. 

The new voting equipment could have been easily programmed to do so, by treating a vote cast 

for the same candidate on more than one line as an over vote, rejecting the ballot and allowing 

the voter to vote again. This is how a vote for two different candidates for the same office is 

supposed to be treated. A more representative Board of Elections would have publicized the 
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particular problems raised by Election Law Section 9-112(4) and sought and recommended a 

legislative corrective the problem.
6
 

In the face of such less than “benign neglect,” plaintiffs have sought recourse to the 

federal district court.  The NYCIP joins with them in requesting that the court exercise its civil 

rights jurisdiction to redress this deprivation of the rights of plaintiffs, the NYCIP and New 

York’s 2,962,519 minor party and non-aligned voters. 

CONCLUSION 

For all of the above reasons and those set forth in plaintiffs' submissions, it is respectfully 

submitted that the district court should grant plaintiffs' motion for a preliminary injunction. 

Dated: New York, NY 

            September 29, 2010 

       Respectfully submitted, 

 

       LAW OFFICE OF HARRY KRESKY 

       /s/ 

       _________________ 

       by Harry Kresky    

                                    250 West 57th Street 

New York, NY 10107 

                                     (212) 581-1516 

                        em: hkresky@harrykreskylaw.com 

                                                 
6 As is set forth in the declaration of Cathy L. Stewart submitted herewith, representatives of the New York City 

Board of Elections attended a meeting of the executive committee members of the NYCIP organizations to 

demonstrate the new machines. While the situation generated by voting for more than one candidate was discussed 

by the representatives, no mention was made of the situation at bar, voting for a candidate on more then one line. 

And this was the case at a demonstration before a group of minor party leaders. 


